Medical French, 29th Residential Weekend Course

Friday evening 14th April – Sunday lunchtime 16th April 2023
Faculté de Médecine, Université Catholique de Lille
This established and highly regarded course provides essential medical French and the confidence to use it.  It is invaluable for doctors and medical students intending to study or work clinically in French-speaking countries or with organisations such as Médecins sans Frontières. 

Teaching is in small groups, according to the level of spoken French-speaking; all levels from basic (GCSE/O-Level) to fluent are accommodated. Tutors are experienced teachers, including French-speaking doctors and UK-trained doctors who have worked in France.

Founded in 1992, the course continues to prove a popular springboard for those wishing to work in French. 
Meet the tutors –  2023:

Dr. Margaret Toolan worked for 20 years as a GP in South Manchester before moving to France in January 2013. In France she worked for 7 years as a PH (hospital practitioner) at the CHU (Centre Hospitalier Universitaire) in Limoges, treating asylum seekers, newly- arrived migrants and others who lack French healthcare cover before taking up GP locum work in the town where she lives and in the Creuse. She is an experienced teacher of medical French, both spoken and written and likes to make her classes as interactive as possible. 
Dr. Mireille Sweeney is a single handed GP in Donegal, North-West Ireland and a GP trainer.  Mireille is French and arrived in Ireland as a medical student from Marseille.  She completed her training in Ireland and is author of a successful book, ‘Anglais Medical’ (Elsevier), an English French medical book for English doctors wanting to learn medical French or French doctors interested in medical English. 
Dr Anne-Lise Aeberhard studied medicine in Geneva. She’s currently working as a junior doctor in Switzerland in internal medicine in Switzerland. She will begin her anaesthetist training in November 2022. She has been part of our teaching team at Lille since 2017. She has experienced UK general practice where she shadowed British GPs. She is well placed to give an insight into the training of medical students and junior doctors in French.

Dr Anna Furse moved to Paris from Scotland for F3/4. A lifelong francophile, she studied French to A-level before finding more fun ways to improve her language: from an ‘Animatrice’ job in a village de vacances near Perpignan and a malaria awareness campaign in Cameroon, to an Erasmus year at the Université Pierre et Marie Curie, and later a medical elective in Paris. During her F3 year she worked in a French A&E and now volunteers with an organisation providing first aid and support to newly arrived asylum seekers in Paris. She’ll head to the UK for GP training this summer and looks forward to working in both countries in future 
Dr Youssef Girgis (Joe Girgis) In his own words: “I started my anaesthetic career in my home country, Egypt, then travelled and worked in Cameroon, Saudi Arabia, France, Scotland then settled in England where I trained in Oxford and took a consultant post in Birmingham.In 2009 I completed a Master of Medical Law at Cardiff University. Besides Anaesthesia and Medical Law, I hold recognised qualifications in freelance photography and Hyperbaric Medicine. I speak 4 languages, Arabic, French, English and German. Time, weather, money and mood permit, I go fishing or SCUBA diving.”
Aimee Lawton in her own words: “Hi! I'm Aimee, a final year medical student at the University of Edinburgh. I'm originally from the Franco Swiss border, and have always dreamed of working in humanitarian aid medicine. I absolutely love teaching, and am involved in teaching a variety of things including dance and skiing. Within my university, I have organised French language events and Médecins Sans Frontières speaker events. I am the student representative of the AFMS committee, having joined this year in the hopes of increasing their influence amongst students, allowing improved French and medical knowledge for the future generations of doctors. I look forward to meeting you all!
Dr Clara Farque is a bilingual Internal Medical Trainee who works in Bristol. She was born in France, and was educated in the French System despite living abroad in Hong Kong and the UK. She completed her Medical Studies in the UK, and travelled to French Polynesia for her final year Elective. She is an AFMS Committee member after founding the society's Student Network in 2015 and AFMS' first Student Branch at her university (Warwick Medical School). Her main role within the society is running the Student's Network Social Media and helping Students create their own University's Student Branches. She also assists the Students and Junior Doctors with organising their electives and placements in France and beyond. She plans to pursue a career in Elderly Care, and has an interest in Medical Education. She is looking forward to the AFMS Weekend in Lille (her hometown!) and promises a good after-party in town
Dr Zara Bieler is a Freelance GP who trained both in France and the UK.  She has worked in French hospitals as a junior doctor and in France as a GP locum.  Originally from Belfast, Zara has always had a passion for languages. She spends part of each year in France, combining winemaking and olive harvesting with French medicine.  She lives and works as a GP locum on the Welsh border. 
Venez nous rejoindre à Lille! 

Dr Zara Bieler – Course Organiser

