Medical French, 29th Residential Weekend Course

Friday evening 5th April – Sunday lunchtime 7th April 2024
Faculté de Médecine, Université Catholique de Lille
This established and highly regarded course provides essential medical French and the confidence to use it.  It is invaluable for doctors and medical students intending to study or work clinically in French-speaking countries or with organisations such as Médecins sans Frontières. 

Teaching is in small groups, according to the level of spoken French-speaking; all levels from basic (GCSE/O-Level) to fluent are accommodated. Tutors are experienced teachers, including French-speaking doctors and UK-trained doctors who have worked in France.

Founded in 1992, the course continues to prove a popular springboard for those wishing to work in French. 
Meet the tutors –  2024:

Dr. Margaret Toolan worked for 20 years as a GP in South Manchester before moving to France in January 2013. In France she worked for 7 years as a PH (hospital practitioner) at the CHU (Centre Hospitalier Universitaire) in Limoges, treating asylum seekers, newly- arrived migrants and others who lack French healthcare cover before taking up GP locum work in the town where she lives and in the Creuse. She is an experienced teacher of medical French, both spoken and written and likes to make her classes as interactive as possible. 
Dr Anne-Lise Aeberhard studied medicine in Geneva. She’s currently training as an anaesthetist in Switzerland. She has been part of our teaching team at Lille since 2017. She has experienced UK general practice where she shadowed British GPs. She is well placed to give an insight into the training of medical students and junior doctors in French.

Dr Ralph Hurley O’Dwyer is an Irish registrar in infectious diseases and internal medicine. He studied medicine in Trinity College Dublin, spending a year on Erasmus at the University of Nantes and its teaching hospitals, in addition to undertaking an Erasmus at the Institute for Global Health in Barcelona. Last year, he completed a Master of Public Health (MPH) in Global Health at Harvard University, having completed a Diploma in Tropical Medicine and Hygiene (DTM&H) at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine prior to this. He has clinical experiences in a number of Francophone countries, including France, Gabon, Switzerland and Lebanon. He loves languages and teaching and has taught French part-time for over ten years. He has a DALF C2 French qualification and currently teaches Medical French to students at the University of Galway, having previously Medical French to students at Trinity College Dublin.
Dr Nigel Rodden is a psychiatrist in southern France. He trained and worked as a Consultant Psychiatrist in Northern Ireland for 10 years and is experienced in teaching at undergraduate and postgraduate levels in both the UK and France.

He has been in the Carcassonne area for 10 years working initially in a hospital setting and since 2018 as a “psychiatre libéral”.

In addition to his medical training, he has a BA in French and passed the DFP médical with mention très bien in 2013.

Nigel is also a keen musician and is currently studying organ at the conservatoire in Carcassonne.

He is keen to share his love and knowledge of French and his experience of working in France.

Dr Aimee Lawton is a bilingual FY1 doctor working at the Queen Elizabeth in Glasgow. She is originally from the Franco-Swiss border, having spent her childhood in the Swiss Alps. She completed her medical studies in Edinburgh last year and has always been very keen on medical education with a dream of working in humanitarian aid medicine, and has had an active involvement with MSF whilst at university. Aimee has been involved with the AFMS since medical school and is now the student representative for the committee. Her main role is to increase the society's presence amongst medical students, to run the Student's Network Social Media, and to help Students create their own University Student Branches. She is also available to assist students and junior doctors in organising electives and placements abroad and is always very happy to be contacted. She looks forward to the great time that is the Lille conference and to meeting you all soon!
Dr Clara Farque is a bilingual Registrar currently completing a Clinical Fellow Role in Acute Medicine in Bristol. She was born in France, and was educated in the French System despite living abroad in Hong Kong and the UK. She completed her Medical Studies in the UK, and travelled to French Polynesia for her final year Elective. She is an AFMS Committee member after founding the society's Student Network in 2015 and AFMS' first Student Branch at her university (Warwick Medical School). Her main role within the society is creating resources for members to help them on their Medical French Journey, as well as developing the AFMS website. She also assists the Students and Junior Doctors with organising their electives and placements in France and beyond. She plans to pursue a career in Elderly Care, and has an interest in Medical Education. She is looking forward to the AFMS Weekend in Lille (her hometown!) and promises a good after-party in town
Dr Zara Bieler is a Freelance GP who trained both in France and the UK.  She has worked in French hospitals as a junior doctor and in France as a GP locum.  Originally from Belfast, Zara has always had a passion for languages. She spends part of each year in France, combining winemaking and olive harvesting with French medicine.  She lives and works as a GP locum on the Welsh border. 
Venez nous rejoindre à Lille! 

Dr Zara Bieler – Course Organiser

